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As we gather: “No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord. I have authority to lay it
down, and I have authority to take it up again,” Jesus had said (John 10:18). So now He does. No other man
possesses this authority, to lay down His own life and then to take it back up on the third day.
His lungs drew breath anew; His heart resumed beating. His marrow produced all new red blood cells to
flow in His veins again. His brain roared to life. His eyelids opened, and, once His now living hands wriggled
free from the grave wrapping and removed the face cloth, after some effort, His eyes saw again. The stone that
had been heavy with creation’s sadness at the death of her Creator was rolled away, and He got up, and walked
out.
Mary thought He was the gardener. What an odd confusion. How did she make that mistake? What was He
doing? Had He stopped to pull some weeds or prune some bushes? She wasn’t wrong, of course. He is a
Gardener, but of an ancient Garden Eden and of the new Eden to come.
Jesus’ resurrection is not just for His sake. As His death was for us, who are bodily dying as the
consequence for our sins, now His resurrection is also for us, over whom death thought to have the final word.
Jesus rose bodily; His body and soul were knit back together eternally. And He promises the same bodily
resurrection of us—not some disembodied rest for our souls with Him. Our lungs will breathe again. Our hearts
will beat warm and strong anew. Our eyes will see; our ears will hear. Our lips will be freed from their lifeless
rigor mortis to join the unending Te Deum of the eternal Bride of the resurrected Christ, His Holy Church. Our
bodies will rise, as His is risen.
Easter Proclamation
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Amen.
457 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
1 Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
2

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

3

But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

D4

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia!
Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

Text: Public domain
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Confession and Absolution

LSB 151

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Introit

Exodus 15:2a, 6, 13, 17–18; antiphon: v. 1b
P I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.
The LORD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.
Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power,
your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy.
You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed;
you have guided them by your strength to your holy abode.
You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain,
the place, O LORD, which you have made for your abode,
the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established.
The LORD will reign forever and ever.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.

Kyrie
A
C
A
C
2
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all
let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.
Doxology: Praise God
D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Almighty God, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You overcame death and opened to
us the gate of everlasting life. We humbly pray that we may live before You in righteousness and
purity forever; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Epistle

1 Corinthians 15:1–11
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which
you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless
you believed in vain.
3
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than
five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then
he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to
me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church
of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the
contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.
11
Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.
1

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Verse of the Day

2 Timothy 1:10b

P Alleluia. [Christ Jesus] abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
Alleluia.

3

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

John 20:1–18

1

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and
saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they
were going toward the tomb. 4Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter
and reached the tomb first. 5And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not
go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying
there, 7and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in
a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and
believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the
disciples went back to their homes.
11
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 12And
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet.
13
They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord,
and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?
Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She
turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not
cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Hymn: The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done
ref Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
1
The strife is o’er, the battle done;
Now is the victor’s triumph won;
Now be the song of praise begun.
Alleluia!
2

3

The pow’rs of death have done their
worst,
But Christ their legions hath dispersed.
Let shouts of holy joy outburst.
Alleluia!
The three sad days have quickly sped,
He rises glorious from the dead.

Text: Public domain
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All glory to our risen Head!
Alleluia!
4

He broke the age-bound chains of hell;
The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell.
Let hymns of praise His triumph tell.
Alleluia!

5

Lord, by the stripes which wounded
Thee,
From death’s dread sting Thy servants
free
That we may live and sing to Thee.
Alleluia! Refrain

Sermon

A God Who Rises

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Prayer
P Let us pray.
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may
so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your
holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

5

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
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Easter Proclamation
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Amen.
Hymn: I Know That My Redeemer Lives
1

I know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my ever-living head.

2

He lives triumphant from the grave;
He lives eternally to save;
He lives all-glorious in the sky;
He lives exalted there on high.

3

He lives to bless me with His love;
He lives to plead for me above;
He lives my hungry soul to feed;
He lives to help in time of need.

4

He lives to grant me rich supply;
He lives to guide me with His eye;
He lives to comfort me when faint;
He lives to hear my soul’s complaint.

5

He lives to silence all my fears;
He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.

6

He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

7

He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.

8

He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!

Text: Public domain
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Prayers
For the life Christ arises in to be present in us too.
For God to keep us unified in Christ and His word even as we are separated.
For health for all infected with the coronavirus and for its spread to be stopped.
For all who mourn, including those mourning Kelton Sellars, Pastor Wade’s nephew, that they be reminded that
because Christ lives we too will live.
For God to heal all the sick and recovering, including Peggy Rothmeyer, Jenifer Patton, Jenifer Bowen, David
Rosario, Judy Sunderman, Howard Killion, Donis White, Mary Lou Wagoner and Morgan Hodges.
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