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Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2020
Opening Versicles LSB 285
L O Lord, open my lips,
C and my mouth will declare Your praise.
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
C make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Psalm

Psalm 142; antiphon: v. 5
1

With my voice I cry out to the LORD;
with my voice I plead for mercy to the LORD.
2
I pour out my complaint before him;
I tell my trouble before him.
3
When my spirit faints within me,
you know my way!
In the path where I walk
they have hidden a trap for me.
4
Look to the right and see:
there is none who takes notice of me;
no refuge remains to me;
no one cares for my soul.
5
I cry to you, O LORD;
I say, “You are my refuge,
my portion in the land of the living.”
6
Attend to my cry,
for I am brought very low!
Deliver me from my persecutors,
for they are too strong for me!
7
Bring me out of prison,
that I may give thanks to your name!
The righteous will surround me,
for you will deal bountifully with me.

Reading Ephesians 5:8–14
8
For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of
light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do
in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says,
“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reading John 9:1–7, 13–17, 34–39
1
As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the
works of God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6Having said these things,
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. . . .

2
13

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus
made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to
them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for
he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a
division among them. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your
eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” . . .
34
They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.
35
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He
answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is
speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this
world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn: Amazing Grace LSB 744
1
Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see!
2

The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

Text: Public domain

Sermon: God’s Work
Kyrie
L
C
L
C
L
C

John 9:1–7, 13–17, 34–39

LSB 285
O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
have mercy.
O Lord,
have mercy.

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

3

Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far,
His grace will lead me home.

4

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail
And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail
In heaven’s joy and peace.

5

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.

3

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Versicles LSB 286
L Hear my prayer, O Lord;
C let my cry come to You.
L In the day of my trouble I call upon You,
C for You answer me.
L Hide Your face from my sins,
C and blot out all my iniquities.
L Create in me a clean heart, O God,
C and renew a right spirit within me.
L Cast me not away from Your presence,
C and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
L Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,
C and uphold me with a willing spirit.
L Because Your steadfast love is better than life,
C my lips will praise You.
L For You have been my help,
C and in the shadow of Your wings I will sing for joy.
L Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth;
C unite my heart to fear Your name.
L I give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,
C and I will glorify Your name forever.
L May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You.
C May those who love Your salvation say evermore, “God is great!”
L Save Your people and bless Your heritage!
C Be their shepherd and carry them forever.
L Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer;
C listen to my plea for grace.
Prayers
After each petition
P … Lord in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
Collect of the Day
L Let us pray.

4

C
C

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only
punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may
heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night
from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all
my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.

Benedicamus LSB 287
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Blessing LSB 287
L The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.
C Amen.
Hymn: Jesus Loves Me LSB 588
1
Jesus loves me! This I know,
For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong;
They are weak, but He is strong. Refrain
ref Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.
2

Jesus loves me! He who died
Heaven’s gates to open wide.
He has washed away my sin,
Lets His little child come in. Refrain

Text: Public domain
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Prayers
For God to give us eyes to see Him even in darkness.
For hearts that praise God in all his work.
For peace in our families.
For faithfulness in hearing God’s word.
For hands that serve God in serving our neighbor.
For health for all infected with the coronavirus and for its spread to be stopped.
For God to heal all the sick and recovering, including Peggy Rothmeyer, Dan Dammann, Jenifer Patton, Jenifer Bowen,
David Rosario, Judy Sunderman and Morgan Hodges.

